New Jersey Institute of Technology

Digital Commons @ NJIT

Informatics Syllabi NJIT Syllabi

Spring 2024

IS 350-456: Computers, Society & Ethics

Segundo Teran

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/info-syllabi

Recommended Citation
Teran, Segundo, "IS 350-456: Computers, Society & Ethics" (2024). Informatics Syllabi. 269.
https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/info-syllabi/269

This Syllabus is brought to you for free and open access by the NJIT Syllabi at Digital Commons @ NJIT. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Informatics Syllabi by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ NJIT. For
more information, please contact digitalcommons@njit.edu.


https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/
https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/info-syllabi
https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/syllabi
https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/info-syllabi?utm_source=digitalcommons.njit.edu%2Finfo-syllabi%2F269&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.njit.edu/info-syllabi/269?utm_source=digitalcommons.njit.edu%2Finfo-syllabi%2F269&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@njit.edu

Course Syllabus - IS 350-456 -Computer, Society & Ethics — Spring 2024

General Course Information

Course Format

Most of the work will be at an individual pace, although there will be strict deadlines for each assignment.
There are videos you are responsible to view as well as weekly assignments and postings. You will engage in
other activities on-line, both individually and in a team. All are mandatory. You will be responsible for reading
the textbook and online materials, participating in online discussion and activities, and doing all assignments.

1. Prerequisites
As prerequisites, IS 350 requires an introductory course in computing, an introductory course in the
social sciences, and HUM 101. This course is an upper-level course designed for juniors and seniors.

2. Course Goals
Upon the completion of this course, you should be able to:

1. Explain beneficial and detrimental ways in which computing affects people, including the primary
and secondary effects, and intended and unintended consequences.

2. Utilize theories of ethical decision-making and professional codes of ethics to analyze difficult
situations with computing aspects.

3. Find and critically evaluate relevant literature pertaining to a situation of concern.

4. Communicate about difficult issues in the computing sciences.

This is an ambitious set of goals, which meets several of the requirements for an ABET accredited
degree in the Computing Sciences.

3. Time Required — This course requires a significant amount of work to help you achieve these goals. On
average, you need to set aside up to 10 hours a week for this course, including discussion postings,
lecture reviews, online activities, reading, studying the materials, homework and team activities.

4. Lecture & Recitations — The lecture slides cover the major course content and supplement (not repeat)
the textbook. Readings and other online materials further supplement both the lecture slides and the
textbook.

5. Canvas — Course materials and other information are on Canvas.

6. Graded Assignments

1. Ethical Case Analysis Assignment — The only way to truly understand ethics is to apply ethical
theories to real-world situations. Individuals will be responsible for reading and analyzing an
ethical case scenario using the analysis protocol presented in class (week 2).

2. Weekly Discussions — We will hold substantial discussion of the week’s topics online via
discussion postings in the forum. This is where we will begin by introducing ourselves, discuss
course content or current events related to ethics and technology. For each discussion
assignment, you must post one original post and reply to two classmates’ posts with
substantive posts. Substantive posts add to the discussion. A simple post such as, “l agree” or “I
disagree” is not substantive and will not receive credit. Some weeks there will be a specific



topic(s) to discuss in the Forum. Other weeks, you will be asked to discuss one or more of the
assigned contents for that week. Be sure to read Forum instructions.

3. Weekly Short Quiz — To ensure you are prepared and have read the material, there is a quiz
most weeks on the upcoming week’s readings, including the chapter for the week

4. Debate— As part of a team you will persuasively argue about an ethical dilemma concerning
technology in a debate format. This will be a recorded presentation. You will be assigned to a
team and assigned to a topic and position (pro or con).

5. Current Events Assignment— This is an individual assighment that focuses on an interesting and
timely topic that you are assigned which demonstrates the impact of technology on society.
There are several parts to this assignment. They are:

1. Investigate the Current Event Topic assigned to you
2. Create a recording of your Current events topic (presentation)

6. Midterm Current Event Report

7. Final Current Event Report

8. Introduce Yourself — The first Discussion Forum assignment, due at the end of the first week, is
to post a brief introduction to yourself so we may all get to know one another. For each
Discussion Forum assignment, unless otherwise specified, you will make an original post and
then reply to at least two of your classmates’ postings. Original postings and replies must be
substantive. They must add to the conversation. For example, a reply of “l agree” is not
substantive and will not be awarded any points.

9. Community Service Internship (optional and NOT during the summer) — NJIT Career Services
can provide you the opportunity to work with a Newark-area non-profit organization using your
skills to help that organization achieve its goals. This is a great experience, great service, can
open doors for you, and looks great on your resume! Once information is available, it will be
posted on Canvas.

Deliverable Percentage
Assignment: Debate (group) 15%
Assignment: Current Event Presentation 15%
Chapter Quizzes 10%
Assignment: Ethical Analysis 10%
Midterm Report 20%

Final Report 20%
Discussion — Weekly 10%

Total 100%

Text Book

Michael J. Quinn, Ethics for the Information Age, 8" edition (2020). - printed, rental and online
versions are available through the NJIT bookstore

Alternative online version through VitalSource);
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/ethics-for-the-information-age-michael-j-quinn-v9780135218006

(If you have a copy of the 7th edition, it may be “mostly good enough”, but your weekly quizzes will
mostly come from the 8" edition and it has some new material.)




Grading Policy

Grading and other Requirements:

You can be eligible for an A if you do the following 3 things:

1. Post all assignments on time. Late assighments are not accepted.

2. Participate in online discussions. Discussions are a major part of the class. Late postings prevent replies from
other students. All discussions must be posted before the due date.

3. For this course, the postings also count as attendance, but, late postings will not be counted towards
attendance.

If you will miss any assignment deadline or session, email me in advance. Otherwise, you will be disqualified
from an A. (Emailing me does not necessary earn back the A but is a required courtesy.)

Grading Scale

A=90and up
B+=851to 89
B=80to 84
C+=75t079
C=70to 74
D=65to 69

F = less than 65
Regarding the release of grades for course assignments

For quizzes, these will be released on the morning of each quiz deadline. Generally, the deadlines for quizzes
are Sunday night at 11:59 PM, with a one-hour grace period (until 1:00 AM Monday morning). Thus, grades
will be released on Monday morning. By then students would either have taken the quiz or it will be beyond
the deadline to do so.

For discussions, grades will be released by the end of the week when these are due. This is because
discussions will be graded manually as essays, which will require more time and a conversation on each entry
between me and our TA before they are released.



Office Hours — Weekly (Monday 5pm — 6pm)

Please email me in Canvas or at segundo@njit.edu if you have any questions or concerns.

Join information

Meeting link:
https://njit.webex.com/njit/j.php?MTID=m0aa318c083fce6741def4af0c0ff99f3
Meeting number:
2632 449 0193
Password:
JbFpraPy824
Host key:
457951
Join by video system
Dial 26324490193 @njit.webex.com
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.
Join by phone
1-650-479-3207 Call-in number (US/Canada)
Access code: 2632 449 0193
Host PIN: 8580
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